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April 2016 NEWSLETTER

BUSINESS UPDATE
We are thrilled to have Christopher Nicolson joining the CWSAA staff team as our new President & CEO.
Christopher has tremendous ski experience and is no stranger to the staff team and many of the ski area
management.  Please find attached the announcement.  Christopher began transitioning to his new role on
April 4.

While it’s been quiet in the office without a CEO, Dawn and the rest of the team have been busy planning
the Spring Conference.  We are once again returning to Whistler with a diverse selection of topics from May
3-5.  Not only is the conference a great opportunity to learn and network, you can also Ski and Golf during
your trip!  Trade Show booths and preferred rate accommodation at the Whistler Hilton are going quickly.
We hope to see you there.  Attached is a schedule overview.

We want to hear from you - CWSAA continually strives to serve its members by focusing on the most
important collective issues.  Each Ski Areas is asked to have one manager complete the following brief
survey. https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6V3GXTN

MARKETING UPDATE

All of our winter marketing programs have now come to a close, and planning for 2016/17 has already begun.

Go Ski Alberta continues to develop its strong digital brand following.  15 Ski Areas participated this season.
In addition to digital advertising, contests and social media, a new story component was executed this year.
Five profile stories on non-stereotypical skiers were created to help break down the barriers and two of
those stories were also captured in motivating videos.

In BC, coop marketing funding has been provided in past years by Destination BC for our Experiences BC
Alpine and Nordic Program.  Destination BC has overhauled its sector marketing program, and recently
announced the new Ski Sector Coop Marketing program.  The program(s) eligible for this funding must
promote winter experiences with a primary product experience of skiing, including Alpine (ski resorts and
ski areas), cat skiing, heli-skiing, backcountry skiing and Nordic.  The purpose of the program is to drive over-
night visitation guests from key regional markets and possibly Ontario.   Investments made in BC must focus
on overnight ski travel visits and can not include local skiers.

As coop funds, DBC funding would match stakeholder (ski industry) contributions up to $600,000, for total
program budget of up to $1.2 million.  Canada West Ski Areas Association is the only eligible applicant under
this program, and will therefore facilitate the application through the marketing office at CWSAA.  The
submission date for applications is May 31, 2016 for 2016/17 programs.

To be a partner in the program, eligible stakeholders (ski areas, DMOs etc) must meet market ready
standards – specifically they must demonstrate investment (i.e., marketing budget and marketing plan)
focused on activities that encourage overnight destination skier visitation (i.e., non-local skiers).  For further
details on DBCs coop guidelines and ‘market-ready’ requirements for any BC stakeholder wishing to partner
in this program, please contact Cynthia Thomas for the full document. Any stakeholders interested in
participating should contact CWSAA prior to April 25.

Cynthia Thomas
Marketing Manager, CWSAA
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Welcome to our New Members
CWSAA currently has 281 Members, including 133 ski areas and 148 suppliers to the ski industry.

Over the past six months, we’ve welcomed 10 new members to our association.  Please join us in
welcoming the following new members.

Heli/Cat Sector:

● Mountain Trek DBA Mountain Ski

● Silver Tip Lodge Heli-Skiing

ASM Division:

● Silver Summit

Associate Members:

● Mirus Resort Advisors

● Outlaw Contractors Inc.

● Canadian Restaurant Supply Ltd.

● Kootenay Rockies Tourism

● Algonquin College

● Lumiplan

● BC Adaptive Snowsports
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Calendar

PNSAA 2016 CONFERENCE
April 26-28, 2016
Wenatchee Conference Center
Wenatchee, Washington
http://www.pnsaa.org/

HeliCat CANADA SPRING MEETING
May 2, 2016
Penticton, BC
www.helicat.org

CWSAA 2016 SPRING CONFERENCE
May 3-5, 2016
Whistler Conference Centre
Hilton Whistler Resort & Spa
Whistler, BC

SAVMI 2016
May 9-12, 2016
SAVMI Annual Conference
www.savmi.org/conference-tradeshow/

NSAA 2016 CONVENTION
May 18-21, 2016
NSAA National Convention & Tradeshow
Omni Hotel
Nashville, Tennessee
www.nsaa.org

EASTERN CANADA SKI AREAS CONFERENCE & TRADESHOW
May 31 - June 2, 2016
Ski Bromont, Bromont Quebec
www.maneige.com/en/ski-industry/convention.html

CWSAA ASM DIVISION MEETING
September 28-29, 2016
Mount Norquay
Banff, Alberta
www.cwsaa.org/

CWSAA BC-YUKON DIVISION MEETING
October 5-6, 2016
Sun Peaks Grand
SunPeaks, BC
www.cwsaa.org/
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